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Dear Friends and Colleagues,

It’s counting of the Omer season, which always puts me in a mathematical 
frame of mind: As we count each evening, our five-year-old is charged with 
giving the number of days in Hebrew, and our eight-year-old with calculating 
the equivalent weeks and days. It’s also, of course, one of the myriad moments 
in the Jewish calendar that elevate, formalize, and ritualize time — the daily 
increase of Hanukkah candles, the 18 minutes in which the preparation of 
matzah must be completed, the 10 days between Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur, the three weeks leading up to Tisha b’Av — all ways in which we mark 
and measure and make meaning of the passage of time.

So this month, inspired by Harper’s Index: a litany of temporal numbers, some 
quite personal, some distinctly Jewish, some just interesting. Enjoy!

The length of the period of the counting of the Omer, in days: 49

The length of a “solar day,” measured in rotations of the earth with respect to 
the Sun:1

The length of an “atomic day,” measured in oscillations of a Cesium-133 atom: 
794,243,384,928,000

Number of “leap seconds” that have been added to Coordinated Universal Time 
since 1972 to keep the “atomic day” and the “solar day” in sync: 27 (necessary 
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because the earth’s rate of rotation is gradually slowing, making “solar days” 
longer over time)

Number of days “skipped” when the British Empire transitioned from the Julian 
to the Gregorian Calendar in 1752: 11 (subjects of the Crown went to sleep on 

September 2 and woke up on September 14)

Duration of longest held breath, by a human, in minutes: 24.06

Duration of longest recorded shofar blast (also by a human), in minutes: 1.88

Most recent year in which American Jews lit Hanukkah candles on 
Thanksgiving: 2013

Next time they’ll be able to do this: 2070

Length of Methusaleh’s life, in years: 969

Length of longest documented human life, in years: 122.45 (ad meah v’esrim 
indeed)

My current life expectancy, as calculated by Blueprint Income: 96

The number of years I am removed from 1972, the year of my birth: 46

The number of years that 1972 is removed from 1926: 46 (which means that 
I’ve seen as wide a slice of history as that which unfolded between 1926 and 

1972 — yikes!) 

The percentage of my life-to-date represented by a single year: 2.17 (compare, 
for example, with 50%, which is the portion of a two-year-old’s life that a year 

represents — handy explanation for why time seems to accelerate as we age... 
each year represents a smaller portion of our accumulated lives)

Years until the 2,000th anniversary of the destruction of the Second Temple: 
52 

Rank of the State of Israel in a list of 199 sovereign nations, sorted by date of 



independence: 58 (putting it in the oldest third of countries)

Approximate number of generations that my generation (X) is removed from 
Moshe Rabbeinu: 131

Factor by which the dead currently outnumber the living: 15.3

Best,
Aaron

Are you our next Program Director?

We’ve got a big vision for how Jewish wisdom can help people thrive, and we’re 
looking for a team member who can lead the charge with programmatic tools and 

tactics—convenings, a philanthropic prize, field-building, and more—to complement 
and amplify the impact of our grantmaking.

For a full job description and application instructions, please visit our website. 

GIVING



You’ve probably heard the famous story that Isidor I. Rabi, Nobel Laureate in 
Physics, while growing up, was always asked by his mother: “Izzy, did you ask a 
good question today?”  

That sensibility, combined with our board’s focus on learning (see Mamie Kanfer 
Stewart’s ELI Talk, Teaching an Organization to Fish, which includes thoughts on 
what kinds of questions funders should ask) has lead us to do a type of “funder’s 
spring cleaning.” We’ve been taking a look at all of our application and reporting 
forms in an attempt to streamline (to save both grantees and foundation staff time), 
strive for clarity, and – probably most importantly – focus in on the elements of the 
work that we most want to know and learn about.  

It’s been an interesting process because it brings up questions including: What do we 
need to know as a fiduciary? What do we want to learn to improve our knowledge 
and disseminate to the field? How much should we ask when our grants are 
relatively modest amounts? Are we going to use this information?  How? How 
specific should we be so we get the information we want?  How open-ended should 
we be so we might glean new insights?

It's been a stimulating and challenge process; and represents the first step of many 
that we anticipate on the road to making ourselves sharper while improving how we 
ask grantees to use their time and expertise for the highest purpose. We’re now 
trying out these questions in the field and are looking forward to more experiments to 
come. We’re striving to make the process one that’s easier, if not fun (but we’re 
working on cracking that nut)!



LEARNING
Two of our most important goals as funders are to learn from our grantee partners 



and to offer them the opportunity to learn from us. The first part is much easier to 
embrace. Of course, we want to learn from the amazing work different organizations 
are doing. They are at the cutting edge of applying Jewish wisdom, and we are eager 
to understand how they are doing it.

The second goal, however, is a bit more complicated. What learning do we have to 
offer our grantee partners? They are at the ones engaging with people in the world, 
figuring out how Jewish wisdom can improve their lives and create a better world. 
What could we possibly teach them?

While we hope that grantees find general value in drawing on our team’s collective 
wisdom and experience, we believe one of our greatest assets for our partners is our 
perspective.

Applying Jewish wisdom is no easy feat. For a long time, the guiding question in 
Jewish life has been how doing Jewish could make someone a better Jew. Flipping 
the value proposition to how Jewish wisdom can be applied to help people live better 
lives and shape a better world requires deep thinking, innovative reimagination, and 
lots of experimentation.

When faced with such ambiguity, Jewish wisdom offers a very helpful methodological 
approach. Both the Jerusalem and Babylonian Talmuds explain that when Jewish 
leaders are faced with an uncertain issue, they should move beyond theoretical 
hypotheses and “go out to see what the people are doing” (Jerusalem Talmud: 
Yevamot 7:3; Babylonian Talmud: Eiruvin 14b; Berakhot 45a; Menaḥot 35b).

Organizations at the front-lines of applying Jewish wisdom follow this advice daily. 
They go out and see what people’s lives are actually like and figure out how Jewish 
wisdom could be relevant and useful to them. What can be more challenging for 
them, however, is seeing what other organizations are doing that is working for 
people in other contexts. As funders who learn from the findings of many different 
organizations, we have the unique opportunity to bridge that gap and share the most 
exciting developments across the field.

We are constantly trying to figure out better ways of doing this, but our guiding 
framework for offering learning to our partners rests on our unique positioning. In the 
words of the Italian Tosafist Isaiah di Trani (1180 – 1250), also known as the RI”D 
(Responsum 62):

I was never arrogant claiming, “My wisdom served me well (Ecclesiastes 2:9).” 
Instead I applied to myself the parable of the philosophers. For I heard the following 
from the philosophers. The wisest of the philosophers asked: “We admit that our 



predecessors were wiser than we. At the same time we criticize their comments, 
often rejecting them and claiming that the truth rests with us. How is this possible?” 
The wise philosopher responded: “Who sees further a little person or a giant? Surely 
a giant for his eyes are situated at a higher level than those of the dwarf. But if the 
little person is placed on the shoulders of the giant who sees further...?” So too, we 
are little persons astride the shoulders of giants. We see their wisdom and expand on 
it. Due to their wisdom we grow wise and are able to say all that we say, but not 
because we are greater than they.

If you have not already done so, please take a few (fewer than five) minutes to 
complete our brief anonymous survey. Your participation helps ensure that our work 

is as responsive as possible. Thank you! 

SHARING
We join Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion and all those whose lives 
have been impacted in mourning the tragic death of HUC-JIR President Rabbi Aaron 
D. Panken, Ph.D, z"l. His funeral will take place on Tuesday, May 8, at 1:00 pm at 
Westchester Reform Temple, 255 Mamaroneck Road, Scarsdale, New York.

The Jewish Emergent Network has announced its second cohort of rabbinic fellows 
and opened registration for (RE)VISION, the Network's inaugural public conference, 



which will take place June 1-3.

Read this piece by Ayalon Eliach, our Director of Learning and Strategic 
Communications, which addresses some of the questions raised at December's 
Jewish Futures Conference – For Which It Stands: How Can Jewish Civics 
Education Elevate American Democracy?

Dr. Hal Lewis asks, What's Jewish about Jewish Leadership? We are constantly 
asking the same question about applied Jewish wisdom and share his framework of 
looking for programs in which "Jewish" describes more than demographics or 
general Jewish literacy.

Check out the latest issue of Sh'ma Now, which explores the sensibility of L'Dor 
V'Dor - From Generation to Generation, and asks the question: How does legacy 
challenge us?

What else should we be sharing?  
Click here to send us your recommendations!
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