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Dear Friends:
My son and I took a cruise last month to Alaska.  It’s a part of the world I’ve

always wanted to see, and with my 70th birthday coming up, it seemed a good
time for a father-son experience.  The scenery was spectacular, and we were
blessed with exceptionally good weather.  And, we learned a good bit about
Alaska’s history.
 
If you’ve been on a cruise, you know that there’s a sheet distributed each day
with a list of all the activities taking place aboard the ship.  Friday’s included a
listing for “Sabbath services, 7:00 pm,” with a room where these would take
place.  Based on past experience, and the fact that the listing said “self-
directed,” I suspected that actually organizing a service would be up to those
who showed up.  Also based on past experience, I knew that this could be quite
an awkward experience unless someone was prepared to step forward and do
the organizing.  So, barring the presence on board of a rabbi, cantor, or some
other eager volunteer, I went to the room prepared to play that role, but not
knowing exactly what to expect.
 
The first good news was that the ship had provided some siddurim (Bokser
edition), two challot (wrapped in plastic), two bottles of Manischewitz wine, and
plastic cups.  And, slowly, our kehilla began to assemble: a young couple from
Cleveland with two daughters, a couple from Melbourne (Australia, not Florida),
a couple from Sweden, a group of around twenty Israelis who were traveling
together.  So, we cobbled together a service, trying to find tunes that some
number of us might know (L’cha Dodi was a winner; Ahavat Olam less so),

http://us9.campaign-archive2.com/?u=bf382412726c0a2769ab0922a&id=1ddf88e586&e=%5BUNIQID%5D


balancing American and Israeli-style “davening.”  Somehow, we made it
through, ending with a rousing Yigdal, and wishing each other Shabbat shalom
as one of the Israelis recited Kiddush and the girls recited Hamotzi.  And, then
we all scattered, some to dinner, some to other activities.
 
I cite this experience because it’s not the first time it’s happened to me.  In fact,
every cruise I’ve been on, with some variation, has seen this same
phenomenon: strangers finding their way to a room listed on an activity sheet,
coming together as a community for a moment in time, then going on
their way.  I’m sure there were many other Jews on the cruise who did not
come to services that evening.  But, for those of us who did come, there was
that mysterious, but very real, sense of camaraderie that comes with
sharing an experience that we know belongs to us as a group despite our
individual differences of background and custom.
 
This sense of collective ownership of Jewish tradition is something that
we hope to see expanded through our work at Lippman Kanfer Foundation
for Living Torah.  The evidence is strong that many Jews feel the desire to be
and to celebrate together with other Jews that brought our rag-tag kehilla
together that Friday night.  But, too many Jews today are made to feel
disempowered and inadequate as Jews, and as a result they opt out of
engaging with Jewish teaching and practice and miss out on the value these
could bring to their lives.  Our challenge is to help more Jews engage with
Jewish content and community in ways that feel comfortable for them, even if a
bit awkwardly at first, so that they can experience that value and, hopefully,
continue on a pathway of growing engagement.
 
One Shabbat service does not make for an enduring community.  But, we are
seeing today a host of new endeavors to create Jewish communities that are
enduring, that welcome Jews (and fellow travelers) as they are and forge
connections among them and to dimensions of Jewish tradition that speak to
their needs and aspirations.  Nurturing and supporting these communities is an
important part of the work of our Foundation. 
 
I don’t know if I’ll be taking another cruise.  If I do, I’ll be looking for that
announcement somewhere among the long list of Friday activities, and I hope
I’ll find a group as diverse and congenial as the one that gathered off the coast
of Alaska.  In the meantime, I’m happy to join my Foundation colleagues and



our partners in trying to spread ownership of Jewish tradition and create the
communities in which people can engage with, apply, and grow Jewish wisdom
for their own well-being and for the well-being of us all.
 
 

Yours,
Jon Woocher,
President
 

GIVING
With our Prize application period open and, happily, active, we're delighted to see so
many wonderful programs sharing their own ways of applying Jewish wisdom.  Some
are far-reaching, many are designed to meet the needs of a small local community.
 All will, we hope, benefit from the realization that their philosophy and drive to
apply Jewish wisdom (in all its glorious diversity, from texts and prayers to rituals and
practices and recipes and more) is not a lonely task - there is a growing community
of practitioners who share this vision.

Celebrating some of that exceptional work and shining a light on successful
approaches is what's behind our prize.   We are delighted with early interest and
applications, and hope to hear from many more of you.

MEET A SEMIFINALIST: Bodies of Water

What's your Jewish Wisdom?



Our ancestors told stories about water--the Creation of the World, Noah and the
Flood, Moses parting the Red Sea, and many others--that we still tell today. Water is
an essential part of a life and a primary Jewish symbol. Every culture has its water
ritual and Mikvah is ours. By entering water in a ritualized way, we are embraced by
this primal element and given a moment to experience the holiness of our own
bodies.  Mikvah is a private, powerful experience that connects a person to the earth,
to Jewish tradition, and to God. Moreover, Jewish identity and practices can be
abstract or intellectualized. While Mikvah is ripe with symbolism, it is also a very
concrete set of physical actions that can be easily taught and learned.

Learn more about Bodies of Water, a Semi-finalist for the Lippman Kanfer Prize for
Applied Jewish Wisdom.

 

MEET A SEMIFINALIST: Lifehacks from my Grandparents

What's your Jewish Wisdom?

This program is a series of shareable emails containing a modern interpretation of
weekly Torah portions and holidays, aimed at providing accessible Jewish content to
a wide audience. Illustrated with humorous animated GIF images in the vein of
Buzzfeed, each weekly email suggests a practical way to immediately apply Jewish
values and wisdom to the betterment of one’s life (known as a “life hack”).

Picture parashat tazria-metzora, illustrated with snippets and animated images from
such familiar movies as "Mean Girls" and "The Hunger Games," taking on the issue
of gossip (referring to the Torah story about Miriam speaking ill of her brother Moses)
and then offering a thought exercise that can help subscribers reduce gossip in their
lives.
 

Learn more about Lifehacks from my Grandparents, a Semi-finalist for the Lippman
Kanfer Prize for Applied Jewish Wisdom.

http://lippmankanferprize.org/profile/?profile=bodies-of-water&entryid=370
http://lippmankanferprize.org/profile/?profile=lifehacks-from-my-grandparents&entryid=214


LEARNING
The news, global and local, is full of tragedy, and we search, actively, for a Jewish
lens through which to view a shattered world: how do we find, embrace, and address
the brokenness within and around us? The essays assembled in the latest issue of
Sh’ma Now address these questions and provide food for both thought and
conversation. Please visit The Forward and check out Sh'ma Now's current issue on
the Jewish sensibility of Shevirah.

SHARING
Jon Woocher and Josh Miller of the Jim Joseph Foundation co-authored a reflection
for Philanthropy News Digest on the Generation Now report, looking at Jewish teens.

Mechon Hadar has a new Tefillah Toolkit out - learn more about Nishmat here.

Life is often hectic; we loved this essay on practicing "Micro-Spirituality" by Rachel
Barenblat in the Wisdom Daily.

 
What else should we be sharing?  

Click here to send us your recommendations!

http://forward.com/shma-now/
http://pndblog.typepad.com/pndblog/2016/06/a-collaborative-investment-to-build-shared-outcomes-for-our-field.html#
http://www.jewishedproject.org/generationnow
https://www.mechonhadar.org/
https://www.mechonhadar.org/torah-resource/nishmat
http://thewisdomdaily.com/spiritual-every-day/
mailto:shana@lippmankanfer.org?subject=Newsletter%20Response%3A%20SHARING%20&body=Hi!%0A%0AI%20recommend%20these%20resources%3A%0A%0A
http://www.twitter.com/lippmankanfer
http://www.facebook.com/lkflt
http://lkflt.wordpress.com/
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